Eastern Illinois University

The Keep
1989

Press Releases

4-17-1989

04/17/1989 - Education CEOs With Legislators
University Marketing and Communications

Follow this and additional works at: http://thekeep.eiu.edu/press_releases_1989
Recommended Citation
University Marketing and Communications, "04/17/1989 - Education CEOs With Legislators" (1989). 1989. 175.
http://thekeep.eiu.edu/press_releases_1989/175

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Press Releases at The Keep. It has been accepted for inclusion in 1989 by an authorized
administrator of The Keep. For more information, please contact tabruns@eiu.edu.

EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
Charleston, Illinois

ART TATE, Assistant Director, University Relations
Office: (217) 581-5983- Home: (217) 348-7553

April 17, 1989

89-186

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EDUCATION CEO'S WITH LEGISLATORS
CHARLESTON, IL--Uncertainty about what specific funding
proposal for education will make it through the Illinois Legislature
this spring was expressed recently by the area's state senator
ana representative.
"More ideas about how to fund education are being offered
in the Legislature than ever before.

Even the Democrats have

bills to, increase state taxes," agreed Sen. Harry (Babe) Woodyard,
R-District 53, and Rep. Mike Weaver, R-District 106, in their
meeting with Coles County's three public school unit superintendents
ana two higher education presidents.
-more-
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Educators present at the meeting on the Eastern Illinois
University campus were President Stan Rives of Eastern; President
Bob Luther of Lake Land College; Dr. William Hill, Charleston;
Dr. Earnest Smith, Mattoon; and Ezra Smithson, Oakland, all
unit superintendents.
Both of the area legislators are sponsoring bills to
change how the state funds public education.

While neither

predicts yet that his legislation will make it through the
General Assembly, they believe a compromise on how to solve
the underfunding of public and higher education is more likely
this year.
A "dedicated tax" is a possibility, they said.

Such

a tax could be designated for education.
The two legislators praised the county educational leaders
in their efforts to keep the issue of state funding for education
before the public.

They told the educators that public support

generated last year is still present and encouraged them to
keep all legislators informed about their needs.
New factors this year that may bring about some legislative
action on state taxes related to education, they said, are
the election of Democrat Dick Dailey as Chicago mayor and
the possible reorganization of the state senate.
Both agreed that the likelihood exists of a decrease
in property taxes if state income taxes are increased.

They

also said a freeze on tuition at state universities may be
tied into any state income tax increase.
-more-
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Lake Land President Luther at the meeting's conclusion
expressed the educators' appreciation for the review of pending
legislation.

He also praised EIU President Rives for creation

of "this unique approach to getting education's needs before
our legislators."

The legislators agreed that the sessions

were helpful to them and unduplicated elsewhere.
-30-

